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WHAT 15 IT, YES--EVERY 
DARLING? NIGHT NOW, 
THE PREAMS 


WORSE АМ? 
AGAIN? WORSE. 


WHY WON'T YOU TELL ME 
ABOUT THEM, DARLING? 
THEY SAY A TROUBLE 
SHARED IS А TROUBLE 
HALVED / 


М Fr. 

й AN 
THE DREAMS FAPE FROM IT’S AS IF MY BRAIN CAN'T 
MY MEMORY, ALMOST AS HOLP ON TO THE IMAGES, 


SOON АФ І WAKE UP. AS IF THEY'RE ТОО 
STRANGE, TOO ALIEN. 


АМР IN THE ENP, ALL Т/М 
LEFT WITH IS SICKENING 
FRAGMENTS OF VIOLENCE 
ANP BLOOD! 


Шаа | 


WHERE DOES А NIGH eee 
BEGIN? THERE CAN 


FOR CURTIS CONNORS ONE SUCH MOMENT 
MIGHT BE HERE, SIX MONTHS AGO, AS HE 
WORKS IN HIS PRIVATE LABORATOR®™... 


ARE YOU SURE 


/ I CAN'T STOP NOW, 
HONEY--ISN/T се. І THINK км ON 
1 THE VERGE OF A 


ІТ TIME YOU 
TOOK 


BREACTHROUCH! DI ‘ 
У hex LUNCH BREAK? A | РІЄДЕРОМТ 
= 74 МЕМ 


(LZ ому 


у є 


53 “| М, І CAN'T BE IN FACT, SOMETIMES IT BUT, COME АМР LOOK AT 


=й | SURE, MARTHA. SEEMS MORE LIKE MY LATEST TEST 
I EPMA: SOBEL SEER | aware | 
Бада tf eee _ AND INJECTED IT WITH 
WITH HERE, THE LATEST FORMULA 


ALITTLE OVER AN HOUR 
AGO. 


шн! | ian 
" [А 


. READY | NO, MARTHA NOT YET. BUT 
YES--THE NATURAL Вит... CURT/ DOES SOON, DARLING, SOON/TI TWILL 
REGENERATIVE POWERS OF THIS МЕДМ,,, ARE 


THIS ANIMAL HAVE BEEN 


COULD CONSERVATIVELY дт LAST 


YOU READY ТО... PREDICT THAT дати 28 
ACCELERATEP MORE THAN 1S TH МІД... 2 MONTHS 
А THOUSANPFOLP BY MY ашады ша 


FORMULA. 


BE 
ABLE 

DO SOMETHING І HAVE 

PREAMEP OF SINCE THE ТО НОН? 


DAY WE МЕТІ YOU IN 


Su 


< 


CURT CONNORS! LIFE IS FILLED WITH А NEW JOY AS МНАТ/ WRONG WITH РУ, 
НЕ CONTEMPLATES THE BRIGHT FUTURE НЕ 15 але HE'S JUST STARING 
CREATING FOR HIMSELF... OFF INTO THE DISTANCE! 
І ...ВИТ THAT HAPPINESS IS с 
SOON TO НАМЕ А SHADOW 
CAST UPON IT, AS, ONLY A 
FEW WEEKS LATE 


CONNORS’ WORPS ARE CUT 
SHORT Аб,,, 


HE TRIED TO 
2 АТТА2К ME! 


MY ARMS... 


I DON’T KNOW, 
BILLY НЕ WAS 
FINE YESTERDAY, 
WHEN... 


WORSE THAN THAT, 
BILLY! THIS 
ANIMAL IS PEAD/ 
THE FORCE OF HIS 
IMPACT WAS 
SUFFICIENT TO 
BREAK HS NECK! 


THE AUTOPSY 
SHOWEP A SLIGHT 
IG IN THE 


BILLY HAS 
ee ТЕРГЕН CRYING, = 
CURT. HE WAS REALLY ШР 
SET ABOUT THAT IGUANA. ДЕБЕТ OF ITS 


ERI НОНЕ? У жетте Pein Ода 
OUT WHY IT TRIED 
TO ATTACK die BRAIN WAS TRYING TO... 
ENOL as є А MAMMALIAN 
ГА 1 


YOULL HAVE TO POST- 

PONE USING IT ON 

YOURSELF, THEN, 

WON'T YOU? THE 
RISK... 


І INJECTED MYSELF 
WITH THE FORMULA 
THREE DAYS AGO. 


WHAT WILL BECOME A 
RECURRING NIGHTMARE... | 


WAS... WAS IT IF IT WAS, IT WAS 
SOMETHING TO DO | SOMETHING COMPLETELY 
WITH YOUR LUNANTICIFATEP, HONEY. 


FORMULA, CURT? 
BUT, THEN, I SUPPOSE 
THERE'S NO WAY I COULD 
REALLY ANTICIPATE ALL THE 
POSSIBLE SIDE EFFECTS 
OF A DRUG THIS NEW. 


THE REGENERATIVE 
PROCESS HAS ALREADY 
BEGUN! 


eee Й 
CURT, HONEY! WAKE ЧР! 


NS 


ANP THE NEXT MORNING, IN THE LAB... 


IT'S UNBELIEVABLE/ My ARM 
IS FULLY REGENERATED! 


IT TOOK ONLY FOUR LAYS TO GROW 


TO APOINT THAT WOULD HAVE TAKEN 
A NORMAL ARM TWENTY YEARS / 


—_ a 


вит... BUT І FEEL SO BRAIN... FEELS ALMOST.. 
‘STRANGE. ON НЕЕ... 


ANP AS А SCARLET- 
TINTED OBLIVION 
FOLDS OVER CURT 

CONNORS... — 


САМ'Т. 
STAY...ON.. ‚.ЕЁЕТ,, 


ад т" = № CURT WAS оо UPSET в = 
№ THAT РЕА АТ МІСНІ. «= 
HE'S WORKING TOO HARD! 
К Wy | ІМ GOING Т. 4 
5 Ж я awa) гу ‚з, 
З | pW A М he Sal й І 


THE OLD CONQUISTADO’ 
FORT... 


„БИТ НЕТ? ALWAYS TELL AS 
ME WHEN THEY WERE ( Wk 
чу 


д 
7 


TS 


CURT! WHAT 
НАРРЕМЕР 
TO ои? 


MY OWN STUPIPITY, DARLING. 


SORRY, OFFICERS... ONE OF 
MY LAB AMIMALS ESCAPED, 
ANP WITHOUT ANY 
PREPARATION I CHASED 
AFTER ІТ! 

1 GOT 
LOST IN 
THE SWAMP, 
А DOZEN 

STEPS 
FROM MY 
OWN POOR! 


төз, 


WHAT REALLY HAPPENED, 
CURT? THAT WAS МО _LAB 


ANIMAL I SAW RUNNING INTO 
THE SWAMP! нь 
з. MUST BE ALONE МОМ, I MUST WORK! врт да 
rs | INE RUN COMPUTER NoTHNG | TIE HOURS Шш 
NO SIMULATIONS ON EVERY I CAN Is ee 
POSSIBLE VARIANT OF THE || НІМІ? = 
FORMULA... 


ЦЬЕ! 


— 


V{ TELL you, 
MARTHA. 


PLEASE LET ME BUT, WHY, DARLING?/CAN WE? 
Ж 
ІМ, PARLING: WHATEVER HAS WE? 
HAPPENED, WE CAN 
WORK THROUGH IT 
TOGETHER, 
AND... 


DON’T YOU SEE? САМ?Т YOU 
LNPERS TANP? 


І/ММОТ CURTIS CONNORS |. 
ANY MORE! 


YOUNVE BEEN ALONE 
IN THERE FOR HOURS! 


I HAVE BECOME 
SOMETHING MORE THAN 
HUMAN! SOMETHING. . 


OH! BETTER THAN HUMAN! 


NO! NOS! 
IVE GOT TO 

GET ДИДУ FROM HERE! 
WHILE I CAN STILL THINK 
LIKE А MAN! 


IT’S THE 
ONLY HOPE 
Му FAMILY 

HAS/ 


у = 
/ қ 
Ж, 


HIS WIFE'S CRIES БАРЕ 
BEHINP HIM, AS CURTIS 
CONNORS HURLS HIMSELF 
PEEPER АМР. РЕЕРЕЕ INTO 
THE DARK GREEN НАРИ 
OF THE SWAN. 


AROUNP HIM SOUNPS ANP 
SMELLS GROW KEENER, AS 
VISION PIMS ANP STRANGE, 
REPTILIAN THOUGHTS 
CROWP OUT THE LAST 
SCRAPS OF HUMANITY IN HIS 


HE UNDERSTANDS, AT LAST, 
THE TERRIBLE PRICE THAT 
MUST ВЕ РАР BY MORTALS 
WHO DARE MEPPLE ІМ 
MATTERS BEST LEFT TO 
THE CONSIDERATION OF 
GODS, 


HE LOOKS BACK ONE LAST 
TIME AT THE PLEASANT А 
HOUSE WHICH IS NO LONGER А 

HS HOME... bp; 


ЖА? /Та/ 


ЗЗА БАНШ а a} 


2 2% 


IVE CALLED MYSELF Ву A 
Т OF NAVES IN МУ LIFE. 
IVE НАР то, THAT'S JUST 


= THE WAY IT 1S, WHEN YOLI/RE 

= ON THE ЕМ. 

те СУ 

= BUT THIS IS THE STOR 
OF НОМУ Т GOT TWO NEW 

= NAMES, 

5 a 

am “ 

== 

ДР 

Б--- 


зы 


пре 


— 
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EDITOR IN CHIEF 


GEMSTONE 
аа ALBEIT, А STONE SET INA 
Й FESTERING MOUNP OF 


POVERTY ANP CRIME. | AND IN A WATERFRONT PIVE 
LACKING EVEN А МАМЕ, ,, 


WHY МОТ? 
YOU ALREADY 
KNOW SOME 
OF IT AN IT MIGHT 
7 seAnttar. Ұ 
>-( THE TRUE STORY, 
FOR ACHANGE. 


Бы | 

=~ 

-- 

та 

--4 

( ге 
"4 


“I GREW UP POOR AND ом (Bee 
THE STREETS. THE иот (Ё | “BY THE TIME I WAS THIRTY (6 
STREET IN THE WORST | - б 
NEIGHBORHOOD IN NEW YORK. | F.B.L/S TEN MOST 
5 “ANYWAYS, І WAS _IN_AN’ 
OUTTA PRISON A DOZEN 
TIMES BEFORE 1 EVEN GOT 
TEENS, 


OUTTA MY 


З 


74 


| “THAT WAS WHEN I DECIDED 
| THE LS. OF А. НАР BECOME 

| JUST ALITTLE TOO HOT 
FOR YOURS TRULY! 
ITA / 


“Т. ALSO FOUND MYSELF 
OUTTA CASH, SO I DECIDED 
> POCKETS А 
22 WAY Т KNEW. 


ж аса 


) 22 
Бі “MAYBE 1/0 BEEN ON THE Й 
| RUN TOO LONG, EN 
RUSTY. 


А \ 
Ж 


“EITHER WAY, THE ONE THING 
ІМ SURE I GOT WAS CAUGHT. 


РУ 1 
“AN! NO MATTER HOW п) 
т и мент THINK (Қ 
AMERICAN LAW IS, FRENCH | 
LAW IS EVEN WORSE! “4 


“I GOT SENTENCED ТО 
AIFTEEN YEARS ON ALITTLE 
SPIT ОЕ SWAMP AND 
JUNGLE THEY CALLED 
ХТНЕ ISLANP WHERE THE 
DEAP GO TO DIE’. 


WO PICNIC, LEMME TELL YA, > 
вит І WASN’T ABOUT TO LET § 

| THEM KNOW THEY WERE 
GETTIN’ TO МЕ! 


“ANYWAYS, А УЕДЕ INTO My_STAY IN THAT LITTLE 
HEALTH SFA I MET UP WITH BIG BILL BAKER. 


ЕС? FOR THE NEXT SIX MONTHS, HIM АМ” ME 


WAS SIAMESE TWINS, JOINED AT THE ANKLES. 


“ӘРЕМР THAT MUCH TIME 
WITH А GUY, ANP yOu GET 
ТО KNOW ALL THERE IS TO 
KNOW. 


AMERICAN ON THE 
RUN--AN’ WE LOOKED 
JUST ENOUGH ALIKE 
THAT THE GUARDS 
THOUGHT IT WOULD 
BE FUNNY TO CHAIN 


MANYWAYS, ONE DAY HE 
GETS THIS BAP COUGH... 


“LIKE І FOUND OUT НЕ? 
LEFT THE STATES SO HIS 
SWEET LITTLE GRAY- 
HAIRED OL’ MOTHER 
WOULPN’‘T FIND. OUT 
WHAT A RAT HE WAS. 


“,,АМР THREE DAYS LATER 53 
І УУАКЕ UP АМР FINP HIM 
РЕАР ІМ HIS BUNK. - 

2 


“THEM SHACKLES THE 
GUARDS THOUGHT WERE SO 
RUNNY HAD RUSTEP SHUT, 


TO BE TAKEN TO THE 
{ INFIRMARY. 


WELL, T/MAKE A LONG STORY SHORT, PRISON 
DOCTORS IN THAT PART OF THE WORLD AIN‘T 
EXACTLY ТН” CREAM OF THE CROP, Y’KNOW? 


| “А COMBINATION OF 
MUSCLE ANP PROMISED 
BRIBES, ANP HE WAS 
CONVINCED TO PUT MEIN 
THE BURIAL SACK, 


WITH A SCALPEL І SWIPED 
FROM THE INFIRMARY I WAS 
ABLE TO CUT MY WAY OUT 


@” 


>” 2 2 el. 2 fe 
P| 5. АМР THEN ІТ WAS JUST A 


CASE OF RIDIN’ THE 
| UNTIL І CAME TOLAND, 


Р 
THE BEACH І FIGURED THE 
WORST WAS OVER. - 


and 


“Т HAD NO IDEA! 


“І FOUND THIS WEIRD 
LITTLE SHANTY TOWN 
THAT LOOKED LIKE IT 
HAD BEEN THROWN ТО- 
GETHER OVERNIGHT / 


WEEDLESS TO SAY, І 
РІРМ?Т MAKE IT/ 


\ 


МИР WALKED INTO THE MIDDLE 
OF A FRENCH NUCLEAR TEST! 


“I НАР МО WAY OF KNOWING 
HOW BIG THE BOMB ум; 


AS, 
OR HOW LONG BEFORE THE 
ТЕ Т... 


Саба 
Ч «ВИТ І KNEW І НАР TO 
GET OFF THAT ISLAND. 
Б Ss 


“I DON’T KNOW HOW MANY 
DAYS LATER THE FRENCH 
INSPEC 


TION CREW ARRIVE! “BUT BY THE TIME ТНЕУ РІ? 
TO CHECK OUT THE TEST. ARRIVE, ІІ? МАРЕ AN 


IMPORTANT DISCOVERY! 


“BY ALL RIGHTS THAT BLAST SHOULD HAVE KILLED 
ME, TURNED ME INTO RADIOACTIVE DUST. 


; к. і 71 
а 01 га и 
2 
“I/D BECOME А LIVING,WALKING SANPMAN/ 
“I STOLE THE INSPECTION TEAWS LAUNCH АМР HEADED BACK FOR CIVILIZATION. 


“I COULP EVEN REFAIR 

МУ CLOTHES, 

ALTHOUGH Т COULDN/T 

TURN ‘EM INTO АМУ 

THING BUT MY PRISON 
ПРОТ, 


“ALONG THE WAY Т 


COULDN/T 
LOOK LIKE 
ANYONE BUT 
FLINT MARKO, 
Бит I COULD 
GIVE MYSELF А 
МЕ АМ? 


I'VE BEEN RECRUITING 
PEOPLE FOR SOME TIME 
NOW, FOR А РК. ЈЕ2Т I’M 

PUTTING TOGETHER BACK IN 
NEW YORK. 


I THOUGHT OF YOU AT 


GRANPMO THER. 


АМ” YOUR PEOPLE SPENT MONTHS 
TRACKING ME DOWN. 


WELL, IT BETTER BE 
SOMETHIN’ REAL SPECIAL 
NORMIE. I GOT MY OWN’ 

PLANS, YOU KNOW/ 


I SPENT A FEW MONTHS I WAS JUST MAKIN’ 
PRACTICING, LEARNING WHAT MY PLANS TO RE- 
ELSE 1 COULD DO WITH MY TURN ТО THE STATES 
у жогу 
GOOP USE WHEN 
MUCH LINBEATABLE. YOU НОМЕР UP. 


YES--WITH A 
PROPOSITION. 


ANP THIS WILL NOT 
INTERFERE WITH THEM 
AT ALL. COME BACK 
TO THE STATES WITH 
ME NOW, PO УУНАТ- 
EVER YOU WANT, 

BUILD YOURSELF A 
REPUTATION AS 
“THE SANDMAN”. 


JUST BE READY 
TO COME TO 
NEW YORK WHEN T 

SEND WORD. 
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WORKS BY 


APRIAN TOOMES 


BY THE WORLE. 


NEARING THE EN? 
OF ALONG LIFE, 
HE ENVIES THE 
YOUNG, RESENTS 
THEIR VIGOR ANP 
EASY GRACE. 


HE IS SUSPICIOUS 
OF ALL HE DEALS 
WITH, INCLUDING 
MIS BUSINESS 
РАКТМЕЮ--АМ AS 
WE SHALL 
PISCOVER, ІМ ТНЕ 
LATTER CASE, AT 
LEAST, МОТ 
WITHOUT REASON. 


BUT EVEN ADRIAN 


WILL PIREET HIM. 


AT A TIME WHEN 
MEST MEN HIS 
AGE THINK OF 


EMBARK UPON A 
NEW CAREER 
--ONE WITH A 
РЕсСІРЕРІ-> 
CRIMINAL BENT! 


TO UNPERS ANP HIS SAP STORY, LET US LOOK 
BACK SEVERAL YEARS... 
ТО A DAY WHICH 
SEEMED MORE 
FULL OF BRIGHT 
PROMISE THAN THE | 


SHADOWS OF 
PISAS TER! 


JUST THE 
BEGINNING, 
ADRIAN / WITH 
YOUR 
Р KNOWLEDGE 
ы Г АМ? МУ 
аа. BUSINESS 
Е 1. 
инин ` 


ІТ WORKS! THE 
ELECTROMAGNETIC 
HARNESS WORKS !! 


THE BREAKTHROUGH CAME 
EVEN SOONER THAN 
TOOMES РКЕРІЄТЕР.., 


BOLP WORPS--ANP SEEMINGLY PESTINEP ТО 
COME TRUE, AS APRIAN TOOMES APPLIES HIS KEEN 


MINP TO HIS PREAM 
PROJECTS. PROATS ARE uP FIVE 
PERCENT AGAIN THIS G@UARTER, 
ADRIAN / 
OF COURSE, Г/М 


ROLLING THEM ALL BACK 
INTO FUNDING FOR YOUR 


НЕ PIP NOT FINP HIS FARTNER THERE, BUT... 


| 
| GREG SAID 


PROFITS WERE ИР 
PERCENT, BUT 
АССОЕРІМ TO 
THESE PAPERS... 


ADRIAN! WHAT 
THE DEVIL ARE 
YOU POING 


YOU МЕР TO МЕ! 


PROFITS ARE UP ТАМАР 
OVER WHAT YOU ТОР МЕ! 
WHERE IS ALL THE 


I DON’T KNOW HOW YOU DID " CLEAN OUT YOUR 
THAT, OLD МАМ--АМР Т DESK! YOURE 
DON’T САКЕ! THROUGH HERE! 


SUPDENLY, APRIAN TOPOMES REALIZED WHAT НЕ 
WAS ГОМ... 


І-І LIFTED 
HIM OFF THE 
FLOOR AS IF 
HE WEIGHED 
NOTHING! 


A CHECK OF HIS OPTIONS 
GUICKLY REVEALEP ТО 

TOOMES THAT НЕ НАР NO 
LEGAL RECOURSE. 


FAPERS SIGNEP WITHOUT 
READING, YEARS BEFORE, 
HAP PUT THE COMPANY 7 

аи HIS FARTNERS 


НЕ WITHPREW TO A 
FARM, HIP HIMSELF 
FROM PEOPLE, 

BECAME A HERMIT. 


ALBEIT, A 
HERMIT BESTMAN MAY OWN MY RESEARCH, 


THE PORTABLE ANP THE ENERGIES IT 
WITH A ВИТ HE POES NOT OWN MY MINE! 


POWERPACK GENERATES SEEM TO HAVE 
WORKS PERMANENTLY AFFECTED 
PERFECTLY. MY BODY, MY MUSCLES. 


IVE DEVELOPED THE 
HARNESS BEYOND ANYTHING 
HE COULD HAVE IMAGINED! 


NOT ONLY CAN І FLY, I САМ 
PUNCH THROUGH SOLIP OAK 
AS IF IT WERE CARDBOARD! 


TOOMES HAP POWER, BUT NO TARGET ON WHICH 
TO FOCUS IT... 


Фо! ACCORDING 
« UNTIL ONE ГАУ, А FEW TO THIS, BESTMAN 
EK. , THE HAS РЕСІРЕР TO 
SELL OUR OLD 
COMPANY... 


PROFIT FOR 
HIMSELF / 


cite 
So 


HE FIRST TIME, 
TURE FLIES! 
Є 
255 Ж \ р 
У Ж 4 
at 


...FOR ТІ Р 2 / / 
> і | | е < 2 IN 


A MADNESS 

TS AND MACHINERY НЕ SEEMS NOW TO CONSUNE 
THE MIND ANP HEART OF 

Ез 


ACOLP JOY AILLEP THE OLP МАМ HEART AS HE 
APRIAN TOOM 


ATTACKEP THE INSTRUMEN 
HAP HIMSELF HELPED TO CREATE. 
ALL MY 

Ш/ WORK! ALL 
MY LONG 


5 
Ss 2 HOURS, 
== LABORING TO 
LACE 


пе 


ви НЕ ТІМЕ > = 
GREG BESTMAN WILL HAVE | ЦИ RE HE DESTROYS, 
NOTHING LEFT TO SELL! © КОКЕ НЕ WANTS TO 


THAT WILL 
DERAIL РЕФТ- 
MAN’S PLANS... 


THE MORE HE UNLEASHES 
MIS НАТЕЕР, THE GREATER 
THAT HATREP BECOMES... 


..Вит IT’S NOT ENOUGH. 
WITH THE POWER I TAKE 
FROM THESE WINGS, I CAN 
AVENGE MYSELF FOR 
EVERY CRIME THE WORLD 
HAS EVER COMMITTED? 
AGAINST МЕ! 


“АМР I KNOW JUST THE MAN WHO CAN ARRANGE 


THAT FOR ME!” 
- АМР 30, А FEW DAYS 
LATER, IN A SMALL 
| GREENWICH VILLAGE 


PLACE 

MAGNETIC 

REPULSION UNITS 
ALL ACROSS 

MANHAT ТАМ... 

х АМР 

SURREP- 
TITIOUSLY, 
AT THAT. 


. UNTIL GREG BESTMAN SEEMS NOT AT ALLA 
LARGE ENOUGH TARGET. 
BUT A WIDER PLAN 


REG@UIRES PREPARATION! 
MY WINGS ALLOW ME TO 
GUPE OVER WIDE 
EXPANSES, IF I KEEP IN A 
STRAIGHT LINE. 


BUT му HARNESS FLIES BY 
MAGNETIC REPULSION, І 
WILL NEEP MECHAMEMS 

INSTALLED ALL ACROSS THE 
CITY, ПРІ AM TO HAVE 

FREE RANGE TO MANELIVER. 


AN INTERES TING ONCE I EMBARK UPON МУ 
CHALLENGE, NEW CAREER AS A JEWEL 
TOOMES! (aye THIEF MY RESOURCES WILL 
AND ONE IT. BE LUWTLESS--ANP 
‘NOTHING WILL STANP IN My 
THE ware 


TINKERER 
IS HAPPY ТО 


NOTHING, PERHAPS, ой 


THE TROUBLED TEENAGER й 

WHO 15 THE UNSEEN LINK 

BETWEEN ALL THREE OF THE ДІМ 
OUR STRANGE TALES, SPIDER-MAN! 


Ам, 
Sai es 


EMPIRA 


